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Ridge and Furrow came about with the farming methods used by medieval farmers. 
They only had simple one blade ploughs that cut a single furrow turning soil over so the 
top layer became the bottom layer (turning a sod). The plough would be pulled by oxen. 
The oxen and plough team would be cumbersome to handle and would take up a large 
area to turn, so they would turn the team  as few times as possible, hence long thin strips. 
Since the blade on the plough is not reversed, the return throws the soil in the opposite 
direction from the first cut (furrow). If this is repeated year after year on the same lines, 
this would cause the soil to heap up in some areas and to dip in others. 
This creates the ridge and furrow landscape that can still be seen today in some areas. 
Ridge and furrow we see in fields today has been worn down by weather erosion, animal 
grazing and farm machinery. 



The day began in Mike and Chris’s 
farmhouse kitchen with hot drinks and 
biscuits. 
Dave Start, our leader in all things 
archaeological, briefed us all on how 
and what we were about to do. 
Pam introduced us to the medieval 
land measurements. 
Ray had had a drone fly over the fields 
yesterday taking photos of the 
landscape we were going to look at. 
 

Not everyone was impressed with 
the briefing. The house cat had 
been put outside and was not 
happy about it. 



The first field was fairly sheltered 
from the cold wind. 
One of our  aims was to measure 
the width of the furrow strips and 
see if they were uniform. 
Secondly we wanted to record the 
height of the ridges and the depth 
of the furrows. 
 





The chain was commonly used with the mile to indicate land distances and in particular in 
surveying land for legal and commercial purposes. Starting in the 19th century, the chain was 
used as a subdivision with the mile to show distances between railway stations, tunnels and 
bridges. In medieval times, many practical measures were in use, often defined locally with 
inconsistencies from place to place. 
In countries influenced by English practice before about 1960, land parcels sales usually 
specified lengths in chains and links, and area in acres. A rectangle of land one furlong long 
and one chain wide has area of one acre. 

While Dave and his 
teams did the 
measuring, Geoff, Mike 
and I used a surveyors 
chain borrowed from 
Beth to mark out half 
an acre on the field just 
using the chain so we 
could physically see the 
land measure. 



Surveyors Chain 



Field 2, more exposed to the wind and 
much colder. 










