
An introduction to paper-making Workshops with Jonathan Korejko 

Tuesday  18th Sep 2018. Sausthorpe Village Hall 1000 – 1600hrs 
All materials supplied, bring your own lunch 

This was the second of  2 Workshops for paper making as it 
proved to be very popular and the numbers were too many for 
Jonathan to manage in one  go. 
This is a very wet and messy process so be prepared. 
Jonathan began by giving us a brief history of paper  making and 
his involvement in it. 



Before we began 
paper making 
Jonathan filled all 
the vats with water 
and mixed it with 
pulp 

To make your first piece of 
paper , you need to add a 
palm full of pulp to the vat 
and mix well  so all the pulp is  
even through the water. 
Using the frame and mesh you 
can see in front of the vat, 
holding them flat, you plunge 
them into the bottom of the 
vat wait a couple of seconds 
and then keeping it level bring 
the frame and mesh out of 
the vat, allow the water to 
drain away.  Lift the frame of 
the mesh and you should have 
a square of pulp about 5mm 
thick. With a sponge  under 
the mesh absorb more water 
from the  pulp. 



The first photo shows the frame and mesh  with the pulp on it 
after it is removed from the vat. The second photo shows the 
frame removed and the wet pulp on the mesh. And a sponge 
being used to absorb water. 

The next process 
involves the domed 
object in the tray 
along side the vat. 



Having placed a wet cotton cloth ( couching cloth) over the 
domed object, you then place your mesh with  the pulp in the slot 
on the wooden index, and carefully press and roll the mesh over 
the cloth, and the pulp will be evenly applied to the cloth and the 
mesh will come away clean. 
Another wet couching cloth is stretched over the dome on top of 
the pulp, smoothly so there are  no wrinkles. 
The process  is repeated, adding pulp to the vat, stirring, 
collecting on mesh and frame, draining, sponging, rolling onto the 
dome, stretching a couching cloth, until a small heap has collected  
there. 



All the couching cloths and  squares of pulp are carefully removed 
and placed onto a plastic board and taken to the press. 
They  are then with the board  still in place put in the bottom of the 
press, absorbent blankets  are placed on top of them to collect the 
moisture, another board and the top of the press is then placed 
over them. 

The top of the press is 
then wound  down  to 
apply  pressure  to 
compress the pulp and 
squeeze out more 
moisture,  making the 
fibres in the pulp bond 
together. 



The pressure is maintained for about 1 minute  and then the  
press is  released and the  top, board and blanket removed. The 
board with the pile of couch cloths and pulp on is then removed 
from the press. 
The top couch cloth is removed and the first piece of paper is 
revealed, somewhat thinner than before it was pressed. 
Each couch cloth with a piece of paper on it is separated from 
the pile  and placed on a square of plastic board. 
The board, couch  cloth and wet paper is then transported to 
your work station, and carefully separated  onto a piece of old 
newspaper, another piece of newspaper is placed on top of wet 
paper, ready to pile your next piece  onto. 
You have completed your first piece of hand made paper, all you 
have to do now is carefully  dry it. 



Lifting the couch cloth and 
paper from the board by 
picking up the lower edge. 

Lowering the couch cloth and 
paper onto the newspaper so 
paper is between the two. 

Carefully rolling back the couch cloth so it leaves the 
paper behind. 



Having made your first piece of hand made paper you can now repeat 
the process  using different mixtures of pulp to achieve different 
papers. 
Always using  some basic pulp in your mixture you can add all sorts of 
things to it, such as lavender flowers so the paper will have a sweet 
smell,  onion skins so the  paper will turn yellow(no smell). 
Nettles or willow leaf  pulp to give a green colour. 
Chopped up horse hair to give it a brown fleck.. 
The choice is endless. 

Hand made  paper beginning the long drying process  on our 
dining room table, there are many colours and textures. 


